
memories. Sikandar, a doctor, is called to 
pick up his grieving, unstable wife, and when 
the couple is detained by the Taliban, they 
must lean on each other to escape. Hayat, 
the youngest brother, goes to a meeting of 
rebels at the local college with Mina, a girl 
once betrothed to Aman Erum but now even 
more haunted by the past than he. All five 
individuals face daunting risks, and must rec
oncile their histories to create hope for their 
futures. Descriptions of customs and eti
quette are offset by reports of daily atrocities 
and oppression in this important first novel. 
Through the lens of one family’s tragedy, this 
poignant read holds vast contemporary rel
evance. — Cortney Ophoff

Some Other Town.
By Elizabeth Collison.
Feb. 2 0 1 5 .304p. HarperPerennial, paper, $15.99  
(9780062348821).

In Collison’s gently otherworldly debut, 
Margaret, at 28, has settled into a lengthy lull 
as her life unfolds “with no surprise or striv
ing.” A failed art-school star, Margaret lives in 
the quiet midwestern university town where 
she studied. She spends her days working for a 
children’s book publisher with offices housed 
in a decommissioned sanitarium and arguing 
with her eccentric neighbor, Mrs. Eberline. 
Margaret dwells longingly on memories of 
her boyfriend, Ben Adams, a visiting professor 
of art and “prophecy” who has abruptly left 
her. In spite of her limbo, she senses a strange, 
rising undercurrent of possibility in her life. 
“Some great locomotive of chance or design 
fast approaches, most days I am certain,” she 
observes. Soon enough, Margaret begins to 
experience nightly visions, while by day, she 
and her colleagues come to accept the pres
ence of ghosts, the (mostly) friendly spirits of 
the former patients. Prompted by these mys
teries, Margaret enlists the support of Mrs. 
Eberline in order to understand Ben’s inexpli
cable disappearance, vowing to find him or a 
way to move forward. —Lindsay Bosch

The Tell-Tale Heart.
By J ill Dawson.
Feb. 2015. 256p. FlarperPerennial, paper, $14.99  
(9780062348807).

With one ex-wife, one ex-mistress, and a 
daughter and a son with whom he has lit
tle contact, Patrick Robson, a 50-year-old 
professor, figures he got what he deserved: 
a terminal heart ailment. But in British 
writer Dawson’s newest page-turner, there 
is a surprise in store. A reprieve has come 
along, courtesy of Drew, a young man from 
the Fens of Cambridgeshire, England, who 
has crashed into a tree on his motorbike and 
whose donated heart is a perfect match. As 
soon as Patrick awakens from the transplant 
surgery, he notices a difference in himself. 
He feels a sense of wonder, an emotion he 
doesn’t recall experiencing before. It is the 
first of several life-altering developments. 
From here, Dawson’s imagery-rich prose car
ries readers from Patrick’s convalescence to

the 1816 Littleport Riots to pre-crash Drew’s 
adolescent crush on a teacher and an emo
tional meeting between Patrick and Drew’s 
mother. Dawson explores the broad range 
of complexities involved in organ trans
plantation with reverence and respect for 
the recipient and the donor family, skillfully 
skirting the maudlin in favor of crafting vi
brant characterizations. •—Donna Chavez

Trompe I'Oeil.
By Nancy Reisman.
May 2015. 352p. Tin House, paper, $15.95  
(9781941040034).

Nora and James Murphy spend their sum
mers at a beach house in Blue Rock on the 
Massachusetts coast, but one year they decide 
to cut short their usual stay and travel with 
their three small children— Theo, Katy, and 
Molly— to Rome. There, four-year-old Molly 
dies in a terrible accident, a tragedy that shad
ows and shapes the rest of their lives. But life 
does go on. Two more daughters, Sara and 
Delia, are born. While Nora decides to live 
in the Blue Rock house year-round, seeing it 
as a haven, James drifts further away, and the 
two ultimately divorce. The children grow up, 
leave home, and have children of their own. 
Reisman writes with a visual artist’s sensibil
ity, incorporating descriptions of well-known 
paintings reproduced on postcards that Nora 
has collected and offering lovely imagery re
lated to color, light, sea, and sky. An eloquent 
exploration, from several perspectives, of one 
family’s life following unimaginable loss. 
— Mary Ellen Quinn

The Turner House.
By Angela Flournoy.

Apr. 2015. 352p. Houghton, $23 (9780544303164).
The Turners have lived on Yarrow Street on 

Detroit’s East Side for more than 50 years. The 
neighborhood has fallen into disrepair, and the 
mortgage on the family home is under water. 
The patriarch has long been dead, and Viola, 

the matriarch, is ill and has 
moved in with her oldest 
son, Cha-Cha, who feels the 
full burden of being both 
father and brother to his 12 
rambunctious, demanding 
siblings. And the siblings 
are having yet another vehe
ment argument, this time 

about whether to sell their family home or 
pay off the mortgage. Meanwhile, Lelah, the 
youngest, is evicted from her apartment due to 
gambling debts and has surreptitiously moved 
into the old homestead, now surrounded by 
abandoned lots. In this wonderfully lively 
debut novel, Flournoy tells the story of a com
plicated family, stepping back in time to show 
the parents’ early married days in the 1940s, 
their move north to Detroit from the rural 
South, and how their children each experi
enced a different version of the neighborhood, 
which comes to symbolize both the hopes and 
dashed dreams of Detroit’s lower-middle-class 
blacks. Encompassing a multitude of themes,

including aging and parenthood, this is a com
pelling read that is funny and moving in equal 
measure. —Joanne Wilkinson

When the Night Comes.
By Favel Parrett.
Apr. 2 0 1 5 .247p. Atria, $25 (9781476754895); e-book 
(978147675490).

Thirteen-year-old Isla lives on an island 
with a port where the little red Antarctic sup
ply ship, the Nella Dan, docks. On the ship 
is the Danish sailor Bo, who is friend to both 
Isla and her little brother and maybe more so 
to their mother. Set in the mid-1980s, this 
quiet, episodic novel is their story told in 
short chapters that are often little more than 
vignettes. They record the events that inform 
Isla’s and Bo’s lives, many of them mundane: 
cooking meals, taking walks, going to school, 
and the like. Some, however, are larger: the 
death of a small boy and the corollary death 
at sea of Bo’s best friend. Then there is the 
seven-week stint when the Nella Dan was 
trapped in the Antarctic ice. And, lastly, the 
ship’s ultimate fate. Australian author Parrett’s 
sometimes melancholy, always heartfelt novel 
is written in clean, straightforward prose that, 
in its understated way, successfully captures 
the moments and moods that constitute her 
spare but memorable story. —Michael Cart

Where Rivers Part.
By Kellie Coates Gilbert.
Feb. 2 0 1 5 .336p. Revel! paper, $14.99 (9780800722739).

In her latest inspirational novel, Gilbert (A 
Woman o f Fortune, 2014) tells the topical tale 
of a woman so moved by the fast-food E. coli 
deaths that occurred when she was growing 
up that she pushed herself to earn a doctorate 
so she could work to ensure food safety. Ju
liet returns to San Antonio, where her parents 
live, after her secret lover refers her to a job 
with the bottled water company at which he 
is employed. Juliet’s father is also in the food 
safety field. He thinks she is now a sellout, 
and their discord leads to heartbreak. When 
a local child dies of E. coli complications 
and her own assistant’s child is hospitalized, 
Juliet becomes determined to root out the 
cause of the outbreak. But her boyfriend and 
boss, who assured her that safety is their top 
concern, seem to be willing to do anything to 
ensure the success of a possible merger. TVs her 
life falls apart, Juliet finds solace in her moth
er’s faith and in a businessman she believes she 
can trust. — Diana Tixier Herald

Whiskey & Charlie.
By Annabel Smith.
Apr. 2 0 1 5 .336p. Sourcebooks/Landmark, paper, $14.99  
(9781492607861).

Charlie has complicated feelings about 
his twin brother, William, aka Whiskey. Al
though they grew up as thick as thieves, adult 
Charlie doesn’t like Whiskey, whose flashy 
ad-executive lifestyle is ridiculous and sud
den marriage to the lovely Rosa will never 
last. When WTtiskey barely survives a car ac
cident that puts him in a coma, Charlie can’t
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