
projects suitable for any budget and any level 
of crafter— for beginners, an address sign and a 
bird feeder, then on to a tulip-patterned plant 
box, a pagoda, and a birdbath. With richly 
detailed color photographs, illustrations, and 
reader-friendly page layouts, Mosaic Garden 
Projects is a pleasure, whether one leafs through 
it for ideas or gives it a thorough, cover-to- 
cover read. The back matter includes design 
templates for each project and a list of resourc
es. — Whitney Scott

O rchard  House: H o w  a N eg lec ted  G arden  
T a u g h t One F am ily  to  G ro w .
By T a ra  A u sten  W e a v e r.
Mar. 2 0 1 5 .304p. iilus. Ballantine, $26 (9780345548078); 
e-book (9780345548085). 635.

TVs the eldest of two children born to a 
driven, demanding single mother, Weaver 
learned how to be resilient and strong, re
sourceful and self-sufficient. What she didn’t 
learn was how to be nurturing or nurtured, 
loving or loved. That wouldn’t come until she 
relocated to Seattle to help her aging mother 
move into a dilapidated house whose main 
asset was an oversize and under-utilized gar
den. While mother and daughter reclaimed 
raspberry bushes and planted pear trees, they 
deciphered the delicate dance of role reversal 
that would finally allow them to transform 
their family’s dysfunctional past into a sem
blance, at least, of a feasible future. Weaver, 
a freelance writer whose work enabled her to 
travel the globe, possesses the kind of rootless
ness that stems directly from a childhood of 
fierce independence, an ironic background for 
someone who came to embrace gardening and 
the ecological practice of permaculture as a 
way of life. With buoyant grace and empathic 
insights, Weaver offers an ardent tribute to 
both the science of perseverance and the art of 
letting go. •— Carol Haggas

T h e  A r t s

B lack S ab b ath : S ym ptom  o f th e  
U n iv e rs e .
By M ic k  W a ll.
Apr. 2015. 400p. iilus. St. Martin's, $27.99  
(9781250051349); e-book (9781466869691). 782.421.

They were the ultimate heavy-metal band. 
Before Ozzy Osbourne became the media- 
friendly fellow that we know today, the group 
he founded earned a reputation for its darkly 
subversive ways. The original members of 
Black Sabbath grew up within a half mile of 
one another in a dour postwar suburb of Bir
mingham, England. Music was their way out, 
their road to freedom. But they never did get 
respect from the critics; rock biographer Wall 
writes, “They were the most reviled rock band 
on the planet.” But “The kids . . . loved them 
the way only kids can.” Black Sabbath’s first 
album— released on a Friday the thirteenth, 
no less— shot to the top 30 of the UK charts, 
much to their surprise. In keeping with Black 
Sabbath’s unruly reputation, Wall writes in a 
conversational and irreverent style as he chron

icles the band’s ups and downs, the various 
addictions of the members (Osbourne ended 
up at the Betty Ford Clinic), and their finan
cial troubles (they were duped and ripped off 
by their managers). Osbourne’s solo career and 
better half, Sharon Osbourne, are also covered. 
—June Sawyers

YA/M: Metalheads and Osbourne fans 
will enjoy Black Sabbath’s inside story. JS.

B ro ad cas t H y s te ria : Orson W e lle s 's  
W a r of th e  W o rld s  and th e  A rt of 

Fake N ew s .
By A. Brad S c h w a rtz .
May 2 0 1 5 .4 1 6p. iilus. Farrar/Hill &  Wang, $30 
(9780809031610). 791.44.

The impact that the October 30, 1938, ra
dio broadcast of War o f the Worlds had on 
the listening public has become the stuff of 
legend—a panicked populace fled for the 
hills while a few hardy souls squared off with 
shotguns in the face of a supposed Martian 

invasion. But as Schwartz 
convincingly demonstrates 
in his groundbreaking new 
work, the true story was both 
more nuanced and more far- 
reaching. He argues that the 
broadcast, an adaptation of 
H. G. Wells’ story, did not 
inspire widespread panic but 

did ignite a debate about the perils of radio as a 
communication medium. He reviewed almost 
2,000 letters regarding the broadcast, a good 
portion of which— those sent to Orson Welles 
and the Mercury Theatre— are here examined 
for the first time in a book. These letters form 
the heart of the story, painting a well-defined 
picture of the gamut of emotions people ex
perienced as a result of the broadcast, whether 
they were taken in or not. Schwartz’s storytell
ing vividly connects the broadcast to the larger 
issues of the day. The outcry afterward led to 
a debate over the role of censorship, as well as 
research that revolutionized our understanding 
of how people interpret media messages. The 
lesson is as relevant now as it was then— more 
than Martians, Schwartz shows, we should be 
concerned about the invasion of fear-spreading 
media against an unsuspecting population. 
Fascinating as an analysis of both pop culture 
and the media. —Bridget Thoreson

C hild ren  of th e  S tone: The P o w e r  
of M u s ic  in a H ard  Land.

By S andy T o lan .
Apr. 2 0 1 5 .480p. Bloomsbury, $28 (9781608198139). 
780.956.

In a book divided into three “Interludes” 
with four movements, “Stone,” “Instrument,” 
“Practice,” and “Resistance,” Tolan, author 
of the well-received The Lemon Tree (2006), 
portrays the multigenerational Israeli-Pal- 
estinian conflict by focusing on the life and 
musical abilities of one youngster, Ramzi Hus
sein Aburedwan, and his family and friends. 
Though he sees his father and, later, his broth
er, murdered and spends his youth as a child 
of the stones (throwing stones at armed Israeli

soldiers), Ramzi dreams of building a music 
school in the A1 Amari refugee camp outside 
the West Bank city of Ramallah. Though his 
life is torn by the conflict, it is also touched 

by music and fortune, and 
through the intervention 
of intellectual Edward Said 
and conductor-musician 
Daniel Barenboim, as well 
as musicians from around 
the world, Ramzi attends 
school in France, travels with 
his own musical group, and 

finds instruments, funds, and teachers for his 
own music school (later creating 10 of them), 
touching many lives and demonstrating “the 
transformative power of music in a land of 
brutality, beauty, and confinement.” This is an 
engrossing and powerful story, moving skillful
ly amid the failure of the never-ending batdes 
and “peace” talks between Israel and Palestine 
and the determination of one brave young man 
to change his world. —Eloise Kinney 

YA/M: Budding musicians will find 
inspiration here, along with a hard, 
insightful look at an ongoing conflict. EK.

The C hina C o llec to r: A m e ric a 's  C en tu ry - 
Long H u n t fo r  A sian  A rt T re a s u re .
By K arl E. M e y e r and S h areen  B la ir  
B rysac .
Mar. 2015. 432p. iilus. Palgrave, $30 (9781137279767). 
709.51.

China possesses more than 350,000 historic 
sites, including tombs, palaces, and temples 
dating from 3500 BCE to 1911. Through
out the twentieth century, an interconnected 
network of American curators, museums, en
trepreneurs, and adventurers succeeded in 
transferring vast quantities of this cultural 
wealth from East to West, building the world’s 
greatest collection of Chinese art outside China 
itself. Journalists Meyer and Brysac offer a rich 
survey of the ways these artifacts were both 
acquired and exploited by such individuals 
as Charles Freer, Arthur Sackler, and John D. 
Rockefeller, collectors aided by political ma- 
neuverings of both the Chinese and American 
governments. The authors also delve into the 
little-known accounts of maverick curators 
who braved great peril to hunt down Asian 
antiquities, including Harvard archaeologist, 
and inspiration for Indiana Jones, Langdon 
Warner. Part true-life treasure hunt, part insti
tutional critique, Meyer and Brysac’s narrative 
raises significant questions about the line be
tween looting and preservation, and American 
responsibilities toward the repatriation of ob
jects, while also weaving a fascinating history of 
art as a focal point for complex global relations. 
— Lindsay Bosch

Eye of th e  B eholder: Jo h an n es  V erm eer, 
A n to n i van  L eeu w en h o ek , and the  
R e in ven tio n  o f S ee in g .
By Laura J . S n yd er.
Mar. 2 0 1 5 .4 1 6p. iilus. Norton, $27.95  (9780393077469). 
701.
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