
of Schiaparellis clothes and the oft-besieged 
couturiers inexhaustible tenacity and dazzling 
creativity. —Donna Seaman

The History of Rock V  Roll in Ten 
Songs.
By Greil Marcus.
Sept. 2014. 320p. Vale, $28 (97803001873731. 
782.4216609.

For veteran rock journalist Marcus (Mys
tery Train, 1975), the appeal of rock ’n’ roll 
is its unique ability to constantly reinvent 
itself; how a pop song, which originates as 
novelty, a disposable art form, can take on 
a life of its own and generate meaning and 
significance well beyond its originators’ in
tent. Marcus here examines 10 songs— from 
the Flamin’ Groovies’ “Shake Some Action” 
to Joy Division’s “Transmission” to Barrett 
Strong’s “Money (That’s What I Want)” to 
Phil Spector and the Teddy Bears’ (and, later, 
Amy Winehouse’s) “To Know Him Is to Love 
Him”— and shows how they came to be, their 
influences and their impact, using each as a 
launching pad for his typically idiosyncratic 
exploration into culture, history, and myth. 
“Rock ’n’ roll may be more than anything 
a continuum of associations, a drama of di
rect and spectral connections between songs 
and performers,” he writes. Self-consciously 
pretentious, Marcus allows himself to get car
ried away in the manner only he can. In an

aside, Marcus imagines a scenario where the 
bluesman Robert Johnson lives to be 101, 
appearing on NPR’s Fresh Air in the 2000s. 
Marcus’ column “Real Life Rock Top Ten” 
can be found in the pages of The Believer. —- 
Ben Segedin

How Star Wars Conquered the 
Universe: The Past, Present, and 

Future of a Multibillion Dollar Franchise.
By Chris Taylor.
Sept. 2014.448p. Basic, $28.99 (9780465089987). 
791.43.

It’s impossible to imagine a Star Wars fan 
who wouldn’t love this book. If you’re big into 

making-of books, this one 
has plenty of behind-the- 
scenes stories about the six 
films. If you’re interested in 
George Lucas’ inspirations, 
the book goes into that, too. 
If you’re looking for a study 
of the cultural impact of Star 
Wars— its fans, its spin-offs 

and rip-offs, its effect on the motion-picture 
business— that’s here as well. Heck, there’s 
even a mini-bio of Lucas himself, tracing the 
years leading up to his unexpected smash hit 
(and we’re talking about American Graffiti 
now, the movie that made it possible for Lucas 
to get the original Star Wars made). It really is 
hard to imagine a book about Star Wars being

any more comprehensive than this one. It’s 
full of information and insight and analysis, 
and it’s so engagingly written that it’s a pure 
joy to read. There are also a few surprises, as 
the author busts some long-held myths about 
Lucas and his now-iconic series. There are 
plenty of books about Star Wars, but very few 
of them are essential reading. This one goes 
directly to the top of the pile. —David Pitt 

YA/S: Teen Star Wars fans will find much 
to enjoy here. DP

Mademoiselle: Coco Chanel and the 
Pulse of History.
By Rhonda K. Garelick.
Sept. 2014. 608p. illus. Random, $35 (9781400069521). 
746.9.

John Updike once proclaimed, “Chanel was, 
in a way, France itself.” Coco Gabrielle Chanel 
(1883-1971), the couturier and real woman, 
was fully transformed by her times into an 
aesthetic, a symbol, and a way of life. In this 
captivating biography, Garelick, whose many 
honors include a Guggenheim fellowship, takes 
on Chanefs relationship to French nationalism 
and to the changing currents of European soci
ety. While the fashion designer herself remains 
a somewhat contradictory and elusive figure, 
she is newly illuminated as a major player on 
the world stage, a figure who precisely maneu
vered within the unstable politics and economy 
wrought by the two world wars. Chapters
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focusing on Chanel’s many friends and lovers 
illustrate the complexity of her political cir
cumstances. Garelick argues that it is through 
the prism of her relationships (which included 
leftists, royalty, fascists, and spies) that Chanel 
filtered the rapidly changing times and trans
lated them into her unique design aesthetic. 
While fashonistas will find much of interest in 
the books revelations of Chanels influences, 
these tales of couture are deftly woven into a 
larger narrative of twentieth-century history. 
— Lindsay Bosch

My Grandfather's Gallery: A Family 
Memoir of Art and War.
By Anne Sinclair. Tr. by Shaun 
Whiteside.
Sept. 2014. 226p. Farrar, $26 (9780374251628). 709.2.

Sinclair profiles her maternal grandfather, 
Paul Rosenberg, a prominent French art 
dealer whose clients were some of Europe’s 
key modern artists: Gauguin, Matisse, Rodin, 
van Gogh, Renoir, and Picasso. The Rosen- 
bergs were lucky to flee occupied France to 
America, but while they were absent, Rosen
berg’s gallery was raided and the paintings 
confiscated by the Reich authorities as part 
of a systematic looting of Jewish dealers and 
the art of wealthy families— under the Reich, 
modernist art was considered degenerate 
art. Sinclair pieces together her grandfather’s 
journey through her own memories and 
Rosenberg’s letters to artists and friends, un
covered in recently discovered archives (most 
entertaining is his correspondence with Pi
casso). Readers interested in WWII and art 
under fascism will find this a fascinating read. 
Sinclair’s memoir contextualizes yet another 
aspect of this tumultuous time, though the 
narrative is somewhat disjointed; those look
ing for eloquence will find it in short supply. 
— Sarah Grant

Possibilities.
By Herbie Hancock and Lisa Dickey.
Oct. 2014. 352p. Viking, $29.95 (9780670014712). 
781.650.

Plerbie Hancock has been in the forefront 
of America’s music for a half-century, from his 
experience as a sideman with Miles Davis to 
his own groups, which earned numerous Os
car and Grammy awards. He has remained 
true to his art and his (Buddhist) poise during 
turbulent times, and his description of his up
bringing and encounters with often turbulent 
individuals (not least of them Davis) provides 
a unique slant on America’s musical scene. 
This is, however, an odd jazz autobiography. 
Though gracious to his collaborators and other 
contemporaries, Hancock omits virtually any 
mention of influences on his work; this is a 
piano man’s story with only very passing men
tion of Art Tatum or Bud Powell or Thelonious 
Monk. Though some of his music has been, in 
his words, “far out,” Hancock on the page is 
not. Like jazz, this memoir is at times cerebral 
but at times superficial. He relies on cool as an 
all-purpose adjective almost to the degree that 
Davis used the/Tvord (the one that starts with

J I L L  L E P S J K E

an w) as a noun in his own memoirs. Though 
interesting in parts, ultimately this just doesn’t 
quite swing. —Mark Levine

The Secret History of Wonder 
Woman.

By Jill Lepore.
Oct. 2 0 1 4 .448p. illus, Knopf, $29.95 (9780385354042); 
e-book (9780385354059). 741.5.

In her latest compelling book of histori
cal sleuthing and resurrection, Lepore (Book 
o f Ages, 2013) chronicles the creation and 

assesses the impact of Won
der Woman, “the most 
popular female comic-book 
superhero of all time.” The 
tiara-wearing amazon burst 
forth in 1941, the brain
child of Charles Moulton 
(pen name of William 
Moulton Marston), a con

troversial, Harvard-educated polymath and 
huckster who invented the lie-detector test 
and lived a life of deception. The first histori
an granted access to Marston’s private papers, 
Lepore tells a true tale nearly as outlandish 
as the plots Marston concocted for Wonder 
Woman. While Marston’s schemes led to 
precedent-setting court cases, he was living a 
daringly unconventional life with his wife, the 
diligent attorney Sadie Elizabeth Holloway; 
his student-turned-lover, Olive Byrne, niece 
of the great birth-control advocate, Margaret 
Sanger; and the children he had with each. 
Lepore thoroughly covers their colorful lives 
and every aspect of Wonder Woman’s per
sona and adventures, including Marston’s 
penchant for depicting the superhero bound 
in chains, then breaking triumphantly free. 
Evidence of a fascination with bondage or 
a visual metaphor for overcoming the op
pression of sexism? Lepore restores Wonder 
Woman to her rightful place as an essen
tial women’s rights icon in this dynamically 
researched and interpreted, spectacularly il
lustrated, downright astounding work of 
discovery that injects new zest into the history 
of feminism. — Donna Seaman 
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Time Out of Mind: The Lives of Bob 
Dylan.

By Ian Bell.
Oct. 2014. 576p. Pegasus, $35 (9781605986289). 
782.421.

In his follow-up to Once upon a Time 
(2013), award-winning Bell continues his 

thoughtful, insightful biog
raphy of the enigmatic Mr. 
Dylan. This volume begins 
with the singer’s critically 
acclaimed 1975 album, 
Blood on the Tracks, and 
chronicles Dylan’s various 
ups and downs through the 
problematic late 1970s and
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’80s. Bell follows Dylan and company on the 
Rolling Thunder Revue; discusses the sing
er’s controversial, and often misunderstood, 
born-again period; recalls his flirt with death 
in 1997, when he suffered from pericarditis, a 
swelling of the fibrous sac around the heart; 
and examines the ongoing plagiarism accu
sations directed against Dylan. Bell devotes 
considerable space to each album released 
during this period up to Tempest (2012), cri
tiquing the songs at length. His discussion of 
Dylan’s midcareer masterpiece, “Blind Willie 
McTell,” for example, is spread out over more 
than a half-dozen pages as Bell uncovers the 
secret meanings— allusion after allusion— 
embedded in the song. There is much here 
to savor, as when Bell describes Dylan’s now- 
ravaged voice as “a magnificent ruin,” even 
as he appreciates what the singer is still able 
to do with it, or when he comments on the 
profound sadness the singer felt when El
vis Presley died (“Presley mattered almost as 
much to Dylan as the loss of his marriage”). A 
must for Dylan fans. —June Sawyers

U2: The Definitive Biography.
By John Jobling.
Oct. 2014. 384p. St. Martin's/Thomas Dunne, $26.99  
(9781250027894); e-book (9781250027900). 782.421.

Jobling presents the first unauthorized biog
raphy of the iconic Irish band in their almost 
40-year career, and he offers a warts-and-all 
group portrait of the four members: Paul 
“Bono” Hewson (“charismatic fireball”), Dave 
“the Edge” Evans (“quiet . . . with a sly sense 
of humor”), Adam Clayton (“a charming reb
el”), and Larry Mullen Jr. (“quiet and short in 
stature”). Jobling describes their early days in 
Dublin, when they played to half-empty clubs 
and received rejection after rejection from re
cord labels. With the exception of Clayton— a 
perennial hard-partying free spirit— the other 
band members belonged to an Evangelical 
Christian group, and Jobling describes their 
struggles balancing their Christian values 
and rock ’n’ roll’s earthly temptations. He 
also examines Bono’s humanitarian work, 
especially his role as a spokesman and lobby
ist for the poor and AIDS-stricken in Africa. 
He meticulously discusses the band’s output, 
too— album after album, year after year. The 
book ends on a surprisingly dour note with 
a quote from music critic Jim DeRogatis, 
who laments the band’s choosing money over 
art, essentially becoming a “giant megacor
poration.” Even so, U2 fans will eat this up. 
—June Sawyers

L i t e r a t u r e

100 Essays I Don't Have Time to Write: 
On Umbrellas and Sword Fights, Parades 
and Dogs, Fire Alarms, Children, and 
Theater.
By Sarah Ruhl.
Sept. 2014. 240p. Faber and Faber, $25 
(97808654781451.814.

Noted playwright Ruhl worried that life, read
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