
designs train stations, Tazaki finds deep if 
ironic satisfaction in helping to move people 
from place to place, even as he lives a largely 
stationary life. That changes when he meets 
Sara and, at her urging, undertakes a pilgrim
age to meet his four former friends and learn 
why he was ostracized from the group. So be
gins a journey of immense magnitude, both 
physically (one of the friends lives in Finland) 
and, of course, metaphysically, as Tazaki at
tempts to make sense of his own inner world 
and the dreams that shape his other dimen
sion. There are always other dimensions in 
Murakami’s novels, and while they can seem 
impenetrable, they eventually feed into and 
help vivify the powerful personal dramas tak
ing place on a purely human level. In the end, 
Murakami writes love stories, all the more 
tender and often tragic for their exploration 
of the multiple realities in which his lovers 
live. — Bill Ott
f n T I  H IG H -D E M A N D  BACKSTORY: M urakam i 
c d j  may not be quite as popular in the U.S. as he 

is in Japan, but a 2 5 0 ,0 0 0  f irs t  printing sug
gests th a t in th is  coun try, too, he has found a 
s ign ifican t audience o f serious fic tio n  readers.

Crazy Horse's Girlfriend.
By Erika T. Wurth.
Sept. 2014. 286p. Curbside Splendor, paper, $15.95 
19781940430430).

Coming-of-age is complicated; ask 
Margaritte. Desperately anxious to es
cape a dreary future in her hometown of 
Idaho Springs, Colorado, the 16-year-old 
Native American has taken to drug deal
ing to squirrel away money for a palmier 
future. Her partner in crime is her cousin 
and best friend, Jake, who is also Native 
American. Both teens are enthusiastic us
ers of their product but eschew harder stuff 
like the cocaine to which Margaritte’s new 
boyfriend, Mike, is addicted. Alcohol is 
her father’s drug of choice; indeed, he is a 
violently angry alcoholic who has recently 
threatened his family with a gun. To top it 
all off, Margaritte has discovered she is preg
nant. Mike, the father, begs her to keep the 
baby, but her mother threatens that if she 
doesn’t abort the fetus, she will throw her 
out of the house. What to do? The answers, 
like the situations that prompt them, are 
often melodramatic. No wonder Margaritte 
thinks, “my life had just somehow come up 
to the level of a telenovela.” True, but the 
novel is also a compelling and affecting look 
at the ineluctable awfulness of some teens’ 
lives. —Michael Cart

Y A / M :  Older teens will be fascinated by 
the gritty particulars o f these young people’s 
challenging lives. MC.

Cry Father.
By Benjamin Whitmer.
Sept. 2014 .304p. Gallery, $2519781476734354); e-bpok 
(9781476734378).

Patterson Wells does hard and dangerous 
work as a tree clearer in disaster zones and 
then chases his numerous aches and pains

away with whiskey. After the end of a long 
season, he stops by his friend Chase’s house 
to do some fishing but, instead, finds Chase 
strung out on meth and his girlfriend hog- 
tied in the bathroom. Much violence ensues, 
and that confrontation will have repercus
sions as he heads home to his isolated cabin 
on a mesa just outside San Luis, Colorado. 
Patterson is still trying to outrun the death 
of his young son as well as the love of his 
ex-wife, which only seems to make him feel 
worse. He writes letters to the young boy as 
a way to keep his grief right at the surface. 
In between letters, he drinks himself sense
less and distracts himself with bar fights in 
the company of Junior, a drug runner and 
the embittered son of Patterson’s neighbor, 
Henry. Whitmer’s {Pike, 2010) bleak tale 
of dysfunctional father-son relationships 
contains some shockingly violent scenes, 
captures the seedy milieus of rundown 
mountain towns, and tallies the enormous 
cost of loving and losing. —Joanne Wilkinson

Dear Committee Members.
By Julie Schumacher.
Aug. 2014. 208p. Doubleday, $24 (9780385538138).

Beleaguered English professor Jason Fitger 
claims the only writing he has time for any
more is recommendation letters. Acquiescing 
to the demands of academia, Fitger produces 
an endless stream of correspondence. He 
writes letters championing graduate students 
for enviable residencies, letters supporting 
undergraduates applying for entry-level jobs, 
letters surreptitiously recommending col
leagues for (dreaded) committee service, and 
letters to the administration complaining of 
its clear favoritism of the economics depart
ment. Returning to adult fiction after a stint 
writing for children, Schumacher (An Ex
planation for Chaos, 1997) presents a novel 
composed solely of these missives, revealing 
the story of an academic year through her 
narrator’s one-sided correspondence. Fitger is 
sarcastic yet good-hearted and bemused at the 
absurdity of many of the letters he is asked 
to write. As he reaches out to colleagues and 
committees, including his absentee publisher 
and dean ex-wife, Fitger’s letters become in
creasingly biographical, divulging his own 
sinking academic, literary, and romantic 
ambitions. Schumacher’s warm satire of the 
peculiarities of the Ivory Tower will be recog
nizable to anyone who has encountered the 
bureaucracy and internal politics of higher 
education. — Lindsay Bosch

The Desire.
By Dan Walsh and Gary Smalley.
Sept. 2014 .336p. Revell, paper, $14.99 
(9780800721503).

Best-selling inspirational authors Walsh 
and Smalley (The Promise, 2013) bring read
ers back into the lives of the Anderson family 
with the third book in the Restoration series. 
Michelle and her husband, Allan, have been 
trying unsuccessfully for a year to become 
pregnant, a struggle thrown into sharp focus

with the arrival of Christina, who is eight 
months pregnant and deciding whether to 
place the baby up for adoption. In the midst 
of these complicated and heart-wrenching 
familial struggles, M an has committed to 
another emotionally taxing project: the open
ing of an orphanage in Ethiopia. Walsh and 
Smalley reach straight into the hearts of their 
characters, creating people as real and com
plex as our own friends and family. Readers’ 
hearts will ache and soar as Michelle and Al
lan come to terms with what they feel God’s 
plan for parenthood will look like, especially 
when it is inevitably different than their own 
original dreams. However, as is often true, 
the journey toward discovering a new dream 
makes the results that much more satisfying. 
— Carolyn Richard

The Dog.
By Joseph O'Neill.
Sept. 2014. 256p. Pantheon, $25.95 (9780307378231); 
e-book (9781101870044).

O ’Neill follows his best-selling, PEN/ 
Faulkner winner, Netherland (2008), with 
a manically ruminative tale narrated by an 
anxious, lonely, and mordantly funny attor
ney who leaves New York in 2007 to work 
for his college roommate Eddie Batros’ 
Lebanese family as trustee of their immense 
fortune. He moves to the “abracadabratro- 
plis” of Dubai, where he is installed in an 
apartment building called, in Kafkaesque 
mode, The Situation. As our fulminating 
hero is pressured by Eddie’s wayward broth
er, Sandro, to authorize highly questionable 
financial maneuvers, he scrambles to protect 
himself with a shield of prolix disclaimers, 
becoming a cyber-age Bartleby. Then he’s put 
in nominal charge of Sandro’s overweight 
and underappreciated teenage son. The nar
rator may be the Batros’ dog and a deeply 
depressed man reduced to interactions 
with prostitutes, but he does possess high 
intelligence and linguistic proficiency and 
stubbornly seeks the ethical way forward, 
constructing vast word edifices as extreme as 
Dubai’s famously extravagant architecture. 
O ’Neill has created a bravura and astringent 
tale about conscience, entrapment, and the 
power and limits of language as the vehicle 
for morality. — Donna Seaman

Driving with the Top Down.
By Beth Harbison.
Aug. 2014 .384p. St. Martin's, $26.99 (9781250043801); 
e-book (9781466842182).

Colleen Bradley isn’t allowed to join her 
husband and son on their “guys’ week,” so she 
plans an antiquing trip to restock her store, 
Junk and Disorderly. Her plans for produc
tive solitude are interrupted by the presence 
of her jailbird niece, Tamara, who cannot be 
trusted home alone while her father travels for 
work. Their tentative good time is interrupted 
when, at Colleen’s favorite college diner, they 
run into Bitty Nolan Camalier, who was once 
Colleen’s best friend. Bitty is not there just for 
the pie, though; she’s preparing her suicide
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